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SUBJECT: DRV AMBASSADOR'S POSITION AS DEAN OF DIPLOMATIC CORPS 

1 . THE RETURN OP DRV AMBASSADOR LE VAN HIEN TO VIENTIANE, AND HIS 
ASSUMPTION OP THE RESPONSIBILITIES OP DEAN OP THE DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS, RAISES SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT U.S. MISSION RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH A DRV DEAN AND HIS EMBASSY. WE HAVE CHECKED THE PILES WITH- 
OUT PINDING ANY DEPARTMENT INSTRUCTIONS COVERING THIS SUBJECT. 

2. AMERICAN EMBASSY PERSONNEL IN VIENTIANE HAVE, OP COURSE, 
OCCASIONALLY DEALT WITH DRV EMBASSY PERSONNEL OVER THE PAST PEW 
YEARS, PRIMARILY TO ARRANGE APPOINTMENTS POR AMERICAN POW/MIA 
VISITORSS. THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN CONTACTS AS SOCIAL PUNCTIONS, 

WHICH OUR OPFICERS HAVE UTILIZED TO EXPLAIN THE U.S. POSITION 

ON VARIOUS ISSUES IN INDOCHINA. 

3. GIVEN THE IMMINENT PORMATION OF THE NEW COALITION GOVERNMENT, 

I BELIEVE IT INEVITABLE THAT I AND MEMBERS OP THE EMBASSY STAPF 
SHALL OPTEN BE INVOLVED IN CONVERSATIONS WITH DRV EMBASSY 
PERSONNEL ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS. I CAN ALSO PORESEE SUBJECTS 

ARISING WHICH WOULD NECESSITATE PORMAL COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN OUR 
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FUNCTIONS AS DEAN OF THE CORPS. FOR EXAMPLE, I HAVE LEARNED THAT, 

IN HIS CAPACITY AS DEAN, HE REQUESTED SOME OF MY COLLEAGUES TO 
BE PRESENT AT THE AIRPOR MARCH 27 FOR THE ARRIVAL OF PATHET LAO 
PLENIPOTENTIARY PHOUMI VONGVICHIT. ALL AMBASSADORS AND CHARGES 
IN TOWN WHOSE COUNTRIES HAVE RELATIONS WITH THE DRV HAVE ALREADY 
MADE FORMAL CALLS ON LE VAN HIEN. 

4. 1 CERTAINLY WOULD NOT WISH TO APPEAR OVER-FRIENDLY TO THE 
DRV AMBASSADOR. NEVERTHELESS, I THINK AN UNDOGMATIC APPROACH 
TO OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM WOULD BE MOST APPROPRIATE TO OUR 
GOAL OF REDUCING TENSION IN INDOCHINA. IT WOULD ALSO FIT WELL 
INTO THE RELAXED DIPLOMATIC ENVIRONMENT OF VIENTIANE, WHERE ALL 
MANNER OF ADVERSARIES SMILE SWEETLY AT EACH OTHER FOR SOUV ANNA'S 
BENEFIT AT LAO GOVERNMENT CEREMONIES. 

5. IF THE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES IT APPROPRIATE, I COULD CALL ON 
LE VAN HIEN TO PAY MRE RESPECTS IN REGARD TO HIS POSITION AS 
DEAN OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS. I BELIEVE THIS WOULD BE INTERPRETED 
LOCALLY AS A POLITE AND MAGNANIMOUS GESTURE, ENHANCING OUR IMAGE 
OF SUPPORTING A PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE INDOCHINA CONFLICT. 

I BELIEVE WE SHOULD HANDLE OTHER CONTACTS ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASIS 
AS THE SITUATION UNFOLDS, SEEKING DEPARTMENT GUIDANCE WHEN 
NECESSARY. 

6. 1 WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS ON THIS SUBJECT 
AS, IF I AM TO CALL ON HIM, I SHOULD DO SO IN THE VERY NEAR 
FUTURE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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